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"Even Satan glowered and fidged fu' fain." 
" Fu' fain " is explained as "very moist" ! 

With the exception of these few minor details, 
the work of editing and annotating has been 
admirably done, and, in spite of the weak points 
in the Introduction, the volume should prove a 
useful and excellent text-book for high schools 
and for the lower classes in college. 



J. M. McBeyde, Je. 



Sweet Briar Institute, Va. 



SPANISH LITERATURE. 

Rafael Salillas : TJn Gran Inspirador de Cer- 
vantes : El Doctor Juan Huarte y su Examen 
de Ingenios. Madrid : 1905. 

This little book, by a distinguished member of 
the Madrid medical fraternity, ranks high among 
the publications incident to the tri-centennial of 
Don Quixote. It deserves to be called to the at- 
tention of cervantistas the world over. As a 
medical man, Don Rafael Salillas seeks to ex- 
plain the evolution of Cervantes' literary genius 
from the time of the Galatea to the Persiles y 
Segismunda. The graft of the critical and picar- 
esque upon the romantic, chivalric and metrical 
character of Cervantes strikes every reader of Don 
Quixote. It is this blending of two spirits in Don 
Quixote, this dual point of view in Cervantes, that 
Dr. Salillas has penetrated with all the scientific 
skill which he brings to the problem from his pro- 
fession. More important, he claims to have found 
in the Examen de Ingenios of Dr. Juan Huarte a 
hitherto neglected source of definite inspiration 
utilized by Cervantes. 

The mature philosophy of Cervantes in his mas- 
terpiece was gained by experience, by an une- 
qualled faculty of observation, and by insatiable 
thirst for information through reading. His crit- 
ical faculties once developed through experience 
and study, we may suppose Cervantes to have 
renounced those forms of fiction and the drama 
which he once admired and zealously cultivated, — 
albeit with relatively little success. But, as Dr. 
Salillas remarks, "the primitive literary person- 



ality of Cervantes is not lost ; if it had been lost, 
he would not have written his immortal work " 
(p. 148). The mature fruit of his spirit is ex- 
plained by the ingerto picaresco upon an imper- 
ishable trunk of extravagant and seductive roman- 
ticism. As Valera has said, ' ' Cervantes se mues- 
tra siempre enamorado de lo novelesco y lo trit- 
gico " (Disertaeiones y juieios literarios, Madrid, 
1890, p. 68). The mature fruit of this graft has 
become the highest expression of the Spanish 
national character. But Dr. Salillas supposes 
that, had Cervantes simply brought the critical, 
practical spirit of the contemporary picaro to bear 
upon the wild imaginings of the caballero andante, 
he would have produced either an Hidalgo api- 
carado or a Picaro caballero (p. 154). But, as 
we know, the fusion is not casual or superficial ; 
it is deep and intimate. Now, our critic is a man 
of science, and he uses throughout forcible scien- 
tific terms : the ekmento fusionador, required in 
this chemical process, must be found. "This 
fusion could not take place without the powerful 
intervention of the Examen de Ingenios (published 
in 1575) with a psychological formula which 
limits the jurisdiction of the understanding and of 
the imagination, together with the disturbances 
which each may feel, thus giving not only the 
definition of a type of madman and of a form of 
madness, but also the primordial pattern of an 
entire work with its two constituent elements " 
(p. 154). 

That Cervantes makes no mention of his debt 
to Huarte is not held by Dr. Salillas to disprove 
his theory. We know the book to have attracted 
widespread attention both in and out of Spain. 
Indeed, Cervantes deliberately states in his Pr6- 
logo that his work is to have none of the accom- 
paniments of a scholarly document, — no refer- 
ences, no quotations, no footnotes. His whole 
literary career, however, we know to have been 
occupied with the gathering of facts and the 
digesting of important ideas. Our critic, then, 
seriously contemplates " la reconstituci6n de las 
lecturas de Cervantes," in so far as the celebrated 
Examen de Ingenios of Dr. Juan Huarte is con- 
cerned. He hopes that other investigations will 
throw more light upon the subject. 

As will be seen in the following rSsumi of his 
conclusions, Dr. Salillas finds unmistakable traces 
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of the definite influence of Huarte's treatise, not 
only in Don Quixote, but also in the minor works, 
early as well as late : 

1. The epithet Ingenioso Hidalgo is adopted 
from the Examen de Ingenios. 

2. The fashion of Don Quixote's mental dis- 
turbance is derived from certain passages in this 
same work. 

3. The same is true of El Liceneiado Vidriera, 
one of the Novelets Exemplares. 

4. Cervantes himself is the author of an actual 
Examen de Ingenios in Galatea. 

5. Cervantes changes a psycho-physiological 
doctrine of Huarte into a dramatic symbolism in 
Persiles y Segismunda. 

We have space only to briefly summarize the 
arguments under these five headings. 

1 and 2. Dr. Salillas draws attention to the 
prominence of the adjective ingenioso applied to 
the Hidalgo Don Quixote de la Mancha in the 
title of the work, and in chapters 2, 6 and 16 of 
Part 1. Don Quixote's mental disturbance is a 
constant trait, with limitations set at the outset. 
Save along one line, he is perfectly sane. The 
reading of books of chivalry alone distinguished 
him from any other worthy hidalgo. " La locura 
de Don Quixote, la transformation del hidalgo, es 
cosa de ingenio, es reflejo de determinadas mani- 
festaciones del ingenio, es debida & la ingeniosa 
literatura de los libros de caballerfa que se la 
ingiere en el cerebro, lo destempla y le hace pro- 
ceder con arreglo & las determinantes de la ima- 
ginativa " (p. 56). With more reason than had 
Ariosto in his Orlando Furioso, Cervantes had to 
include the madness of his hero in his very ex- 
pressive title. Yet to call Don Quixote loco or 
furioso would have been highly inappropriate. 
He hit upon the remarkable adjective ingenioso in 
the work of Huarte, used in precisely the dignified 
significance which he wished to convey regarding 
the warped ingenio of his hero. In the psycho- 
physiological doctrine of Huarte, "las artes y 
ciencias que aprenden los hombres son unas 
imagenes y figuras que los ingenios engendraron 
dentro de la memoria," because the word ingenio 
"desciende del verbo ingenero, que quiere decir 
engendrar dentro de sf una figura entera y verda- 
dera que representa al vivo la naturaleza del sujeto 



cuya es la ciencia que se aprende" (p. 62). 
Huarte further compares the extravagant products 
of the mind of an ingenioso to the birth of abor- 
tions in the physical world. 

But where Cervantes is found most strikingly 
in accord with the sixteenth century Doctor is in 
the pathological explanation of Don Quixote's 
madness. In Huarte's eyes, we are all mad, in 
varying degrees and along different lines. From 
circumstances of environment, from intemperance 
in our practices, — we all suffer from divers dis- 
tempers, some of them physical, some mental. 
Each has his particular form of distemper. ' ( Si 
el hombre cae en alguna enfermedad, por la cual 
el cerebro de repente muda su temperatura (como 
es la mania, melancolia y frenesia), en un mo- 
mento acontece perder (si es prudente) cuanto 
sabe, y dice mil disparates ; y si es necio, adquiere 
mas ingenio y habilidad que antes tenia." Note, 
further, that in Huarte's doctrine "la locura es 
siempre un modo de ingenio," and that "mania 
es una destemplanza caliente y seca del cerebro." 
When we remember that Cervantes says of his 
hero : "del poco dormir y del mucho leer, se le 
seco el cerebro, de manera que vino i, perder el 
juicio," we see the interest of Dr. Salillas' patho- 
logical explanation of Don Quixote's madness. 
" La definition de las causas de la locura de Don 
Quixote esta hecha con arreglo a la doctrina de 
las destemplanzas, y que con arreglo & la misma 
doctrina aparece la forma de locura del Ingenioso 
Hidalgo, que lo que tiene es particular lesi6n en 
una de las potencias rationales, en la imaginativa, 
no en el entendimiento " (p. 77). 

Not only did Cervantes find in the Examen de 
Ingenios a scientific study of just that mania of 
the imagination from which his hero was suffering, 
but he even found a parallel case quoted "in 
little" in Huarte's treatise, which Salillas cites 
entire (pp. 78, 79). Finally, then, Cervantes 
gets from Huarte his use of ingenioso in the sense 
of a man whose imagination has warped his judg- 
ment. 

3. Just as in Cervantes' masterpiece his im- 
agination leads Don Quixote to believe he is a 
caballero andante, so in El Liceneiado Vidriera 
Tom6s Eodaja is persuaded that he is made of 
glass. The cases are exactly parallel. By a con- 
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vincing juxtaposition of texts from Huarte's story 
of a certain precocious page and from Cervantes' 
parallel account of the ingenio sutil of Tomas, Dr. 
Saliilas claims that the former inspired not only 
the story of El Licenciado Vidriera, but also its 
symbolism. "En el caso que nos ocupa, Cer- 
vantes convierte en representaci6n plastica una 
teorfa cientifica" (p. 92). 

4. In the Galatea, Cervantes' early pastoral in 
which the romantic and tragic notes predominate, 
Dr. Saliilas draws attention to two notable vari- 
aeionea de estilo. The former is found in the 
sensible discussion of the shepherds Lenio and 
Tirsi relative to the amount of knowledge our 
souls bring with them into the world at birth, and 
the subsequent additions to this knowledge. The 
two theories herein expounded are found in the 
seventh chapter of Huarte's treatise. The second 
varioci&n is in the fourth book of the Galatea, 
where Caliope in verse passes in review the difer- 
encia de ingenio exhibited by the great men of 
Spain. This whole idea, together with the tech- 
nical phraseology empk^ed, seems undoubtedly 
to have been suggested by the process only casu- 
ally employed by Huarte in his investigation of 
certain ingenios in his twelfth chapter. 

5. Finally, in Persiles y Segismunda, Dr. Sal- 
iilas again finds put into dramatic symbolism a 
theory of Huarte : that of the sudden passion of 
wrath being due to the effect upon the heart pro- 
duced by the sight of some object. The parallel 
here is established between the sixth chapter of 
the Examen de Ingenios and the tragic episode 
introduced in the narrative of the journey of 
Periandro and Auristela to Rome. The details 
of the explanation of the phenomenon of wrath 
are here almost exactly identical in the two 
authors. 

This mere outline of the scientific conclusions 
of Dr. Saliilas' critical method can give no idea 
of the accumulative proof he advances in their 
support. As he says himself of the path of in- 
vestigation which he has opened : "Esto no es 
mas que el comienzo." One cannot but feel in 
laying down this work that a flood of light has 
been let in upon the deeper and hidden workings 
of Cervantes' mind, and that Dr. Juan Huarte 
de San Juan, the medical philosopher of the six- 



teenth century, was ' ' el gran inspirador de Miguel 
de Cervantes Saavedra." 



"William Wistar Comfort. 



Haverford College. 



BRIEF MENTION. 

German Literature. 

Die Briefe Der Frau Rath Goethe, gesammelt und 
herausgegeben von Albert Kosteb. Leipzig, 
Carl Ernst Poeschel, 1904. 

These letters of Goethe's mother, covering the 
period from 1774 to 1808, are both valuable to 
the student of Goethe and interesting to the 
casual reader. Her circle of correspondents was 
a wide one and included some of the people who 
played very important parts in the life of her 
son. With Lavater, the Duchess Anna Amalia 
of Weimar, Wieland and Christiane Vulpius, for 
example, she carried on a spirited correspondence 
extending over a considerable period of time. By 
far the greater part of the letters, however, are 
those written to her distinguished son himself. 
And these contain not only a wealth of interesting 
biographical allusion, but also the fullest testi- 
mony of her comprehension of him, his aims and 
desires, at the times when he was generally mis- 
understood by his associates. 

Aside from their purely biographical import 
the letters are well worth reading. The Frau 
Rath's style is vivid and easy. The tone of the 
letters intuitively suits itself to the correspondent, 
and after perusing them one is in a better position 
than ever before to appreciate the extent to which 
Goethe was indebted to his mother for his literary 
talents. 

This is the first complete edition of the Frau 
Rath's letters, Professor Koster having included 
everything of established authenticity. The two 
volumes are provided with explanatory notes, an 
index and a register of names. 

S. G. Capen. 



